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PRELIMINARY REMARK

- . % ? "

For each installation of continuous handling equipment-~for ,unit
loads, the characteristics of the goods to be conveyed are impor-
tant for its functlonlng, being part of the. .system. It. is there-
fore important to provide a precise descrlptlon of the product to
be conveyed as early as the planning phase. The necessary indica-
tions and properties to be -mentioned are conta1ned in-the Inter-
nat10nal Standard ISO 3569 ; »
Section II "Contlnuous Handllng Equipment" of FEM‘“Federatlon
Européenne de la Manutention) presents hereunder oiie--of a,serles
of documents giving complementary information concernlng a group
of products to be conveyed and helping the user of continuous
handling equipment to understand why it is necessary to supply
such detailed information and what consequences can be expected
in using the equipment for a unit load not well defined, espe-
c1a11y since hé may be encounterlng this problem for the first

- time. ‘

1- GENERAL

Usually,‘steel and plastic drums are easy 'to convey on 31mp1e con-
veyors. The advantage of these conveyors lies in thelr low prlce

- their disadvantage in their lack of versatility in handllng unit
‘loads which deviate from the "ideal". In this respect, thé¢ surfa-
ce directly in contact with the conveyor is of partlcular impor-
tance (see paragraph 6)..Solutions where considerable variations
from the ideal product do not cause any problems are very costly.
The best compromise in a particular case takes into account :

the nature of the variations expected, . 2
their frequency, ' 2 vl &
" the resulting problems,
the consequences of a malfunction,
the expenses necessary to correct the malfunctlon,
" the capltal cost of the 1nstallat10n
the running costs,

and can only be obtained by a complete exchange. of necessary infor
mation between the manufacturer and user.

The propertles are d1scussed in ‘the sequence 1nd1cated in the ISO
3569 Standard. '
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2 - SHAPE

Drums are usually cylindrical or roughly cylindri-
cal and are defined by their height (H) and (maxi-
H  mum) diameter (D).

‘ Two draft CEN standards (EN 209 and 210) are inten-
o — ded to define the shape and dimensional characte-
—P . ristics of steel drums with a capacity of 213 li-
tres and 216.5 litres.

In addition to these CEN standards, the following features or variations must
. be taken into account with regard to behaviour on continuous conveyors :

- containers can have ribs on their circumference

- containers with a 1id and clampiﬁg ring have their
largest diameter in the region of the clamping ring

- injection-moulded or blow-moulded plastic drums
have a recessed end and flash along the axis

.- thin-walled containers can bulge under the influ-
ence of the filling and therefore require more

space

- containers can become hooked to each other or to
parts of the conveyor system as a result of pro-
jecting clamping rings.
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